
Ballet in one prologue and three acts after various 

episodes from the novel by Miguel de Cervantès

Music by Ludwig Minkus

Choreography and staging by Rudolf Nureyev 

after Marius Petipa 

> BALLET 2012 HDTV
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Don Quixote
RUDOLF NUREYEV
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artistic information

DESCRIPTION 

“The Knight of the Sad Face” and his faithful squire, Sancho Panza, 

are mixed up in the wild love affairs of the stunning Kitri and the

seductive Basilio in a richly colourful, humorous and virtuoso ballet. 

Marius Petipa’s Don Quixote premiered in Moscow in 1869 with music  

by Ludwig Minkus and met with resounding success from the start. 

The novelty lay within its break from the supernatural universe 

of romantic ballet. Written as if it were a play for the theatre, the work had 

realistic heroes and a solidly structured plot and scenes. The libretto and 

the choreography were handed down without interruption in Russia, but

Petipa’s version remained unknown in the west for a long time. 

In 1981, Rudolf Nureyev introduced his own version of the work into 

the Paris Opera’s repertoire. While retaining the great classical pages

and the strong, fiery dances, the choreographer gave greater emphasis 

to the comic dimension contriving a particularly lively and light-hearted

production. In 2002, Alexander Beliaev and Elena Rivkina were invited 

to create new sets and costumes specially for the Opera Bastille. 

Drawing their inspiration from paintings by Goya, they unfold a series 

of magnificent scenes lit up by the warm Spanish colours of the 

costumes and the iridescent tutus of the magical world of the dryads.

PERFORMERS 

Danseurs étoiles  Dorothee Gilbert, Karl Paquette | 

Premiers Danseurs and Corps de Ballet de l’Opéra national de Paris,

Paris Opera Orchestra | 

ARTISTIC STAFF

Music  Ludwig Minkus |

Arrangement  John Lanchbery | 

Choreography, staging  Rudolf Nureyev after Marius Petipa | 

Conductor  Kevin Rhodes |

Sets  Alexandre Beliaev | 

Costumes  Elena Rivkina |

Lighting  Philippe Albaric | 

production 

PRODUCTION COMPANIES  Opéra de Paris Production, François Roussillon  

& Associés, Arte France, with the support of CNC | 

distribution

DISTRIBUTION COMPANY  Telmondis Distribution | 7, Rue du Dôme |  

F – 92100 Boulogne Billancourt | Tel/Fax: + 33 1 40 74 76 20 / 09 |  

VIDEO FORMAT  HDCAM, Digibeta 16/9 |

Don Quixote

 www.telmondis.fr
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